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Australian den

ied bail over

ex-biker's killing in Chon Bun

KESINEE TAENGKHIEO
THE NATION. ffﬁ

AN AUSTRALIAN suspect in the
abduction and killing of a former
Sydney Hells Angels biker in Chon

Buri province last year has been -

refused bail due to fears he might
flee Thailand.

Antonio Bagnato, 26,isaccused
of leading a gang of five masked
men in the abduction of Pattaya~-
based Australian businessman
Wayne Schneider, 37, from his
home in the early hours of
November 30, 2015,

The group allegedly killed him
and buried the body in a two-
metre-deep grave in Tambon
Chom Thien.

. Bagnato applied for bail but the
Appeals Court Region 2 Office
turned him down on the ground of
flight risk, the Courts of Justice
(CoJ) said yesterday. I

The Pattaya Court also post-
poned witness interviews by the

- prosecution to November 17 and

" 18, said CoJ spokesman Suebpong
Sripongkul, after four witnesses
failed to showupon September 22.

Arrest warrants have now been

- issued for Bagnato’s Thai wife
. Siriphat Saimart, 25, Thai nation-

als Wichien Kradao and Suwan

Pithakwong, and another foreign- .

er, Douglas Shubridge.

Suebpong said the other defen-
dant in the case, 2l-year-old
American Tyler Gerard, had sub-
mitted a request last Thursday for
the Pattaya Court to issue sum-
monses for four additional wit-
nesses. .

The upcoming trial would
involve the interviews of 34 wit-
nesses, said Suebpong, including
13 for the defence. So far, 18 peo-
ple have been interviewed.

Bagnato was arrested at a hotel
in the Cambodian capital Phnom
Penh a day after Schneider’s body
was discoveredon December 2. He
was then extradited to Thailand.

Gerard was detained’
Thailand and allegedly confessed

"to being a getaway driver in the

abduction. The pair were £harged
with conspiring to commit mur-
der, conspiringtodispose of abody
to conceal a crime; and conspiring
to illegally detain the victim.

in .
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